WRI 235:  Writing in the Community, Winter 2010

This WRI 235 Guide is posted at http://library.queensu.ca/research/courses 

Jackie Druery, drueryj@queensu.ca

Before you start searching, think! [image: image1.wmf] 
· Think about what you are being asked to do (and what you are not being asked to do)

WRI 235: Research Essay

Research an issue related to your placement (ie. literacy, women’s issues, disability issues) in a national or an international context.  If you choose to research the issue in an international context, focus on one or – at most –

two other countries.

This assignment should be written in the form of a persuasive essay.  Before you begin to develop your outline and thesis statement review the assigned readings and your class notes on persuasive writing.

Length:  8-10 pages

Due:  April 9
· Think about what you already know

Suggested Resources

International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
A major scholarly encyclopedia – try categories Crime and Criminality; Adolescence and Youth; also keyword searches such as Antisocial behavior.
Journal Articles

Use the subject guides to find appropriate databases to find scholarly journal articles  

http://library.queensu.ca/research/subjects
Journal Articles: Multidisciplinary
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Academic Search Complete 
Find articles in peer-reviewed journals, conference proceedings, monographs and reports covering a broad spectrum of topics.

Journal Articles: Sociology
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Sociological Abstracts 

Comprehensive index to the international literature in sociology and related disciplines. 

Journal Articles: Psychology
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PsycINFO
Indexes the international literature in psychology and related disciplines.

Journal Articles: Media and Communications
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Communication Abstracts
Communication literature, broadcasting, public opinions and more.
Government Information
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Search Government Information
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Bottom of Form

GETTING HELP 
Research Help Desk, Stauffer Library 

Monday – Friday, 10:00am – 5:00pm 

Saturday – Sunday, 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Email inforef@queensu.ca
Queen’s University Library Home Page  - http://library.queensu.ca/  
Resources by subject -  http://library.queensu.ca/research/subjects - key resources in specific subject areas to help you get started with your research 
Research 101

http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/research101
Evaluating information – criteria for web information available at http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/tutorials/qcat/evalint.htm
Citing your sources

http://library.queensu.ca/help/cite-sources
Jackie Druery, drueryj@queensu.ca
Skills to develop:

· Determining the nature of the information you need.

· Accessing the needed information effectively and efficiently.

· Evaluating information and its sources critically and incorporating selected information into your coursework.

· Using information effectively to accomplish the specific purpose of your coursework.

· Understanding the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and using it ethically and legally with the proper level of citation.
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