Legal Research Checklist
Keywords:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secondary Sources
 Books, Continuing Legal Education Materials, Looseleaf Services:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 (to locate, check a law library catalogue online.  Continuing Legal Education materials are put out by commercial publishers—e.g., Insight—or bar associations—e.g., Canadian Bar Association, Law Society of Upper Canada)

 Articles
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(to find articles on your topic, look at the Index to Canadian Legal Literature (LexisNexis Quicklaw, Westlaw Canada and print) for Canadian materials, and LegalTrac or Index to Legal Periodicals for Canada, U.S., U.K., Australia, New Zealand)
 Legal Encyclopedias
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(use the Canadian Encyclopedic Digest or Halsbury’s Laws of Canada for Canadian research, AmJur or Corpus Juris Secundum for U.S., and Halsbury’s Laws of England for U.K.)
 Non-legal and other materials (Newspapers, Government Information, Business/Social Science/Science info, internet searches) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(check your nearest library for newspapers online, government information, books/articles in other fields of study, and more.  Internet searches are sometimes useful for locating recent government information, legal newsletters and information bulletins, some scholarly articles, etc.)
Primary Sources

Legislation
 Statutes
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(check LexisNexis Quicklaw, Westlaw Canada, or the government websites (http://library.queensu.ca/law/CanadaTable.htm) for current legislation.  To locate older statutes, consult annual statutes and revised statutes for Canada or the provinces)

 Regulations
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(check LexisNexis Quicklaw, Westlaw Canada, and/or the government websites (http://library.queensu.ca/law/CanadaTable.htm)

 for current regulations online.  To locate older regulations, consult Gazettes and revised regulations for Canada or the provinces)
 Statutes Judicially Considered
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(check Canadian Statutes Citations in print and/or note up a statute section in Westlaw Canada or LexisNexis Quicklaw to determine whether and how the courts have dealt with legislation)

Caselaw
 Cases and Case Law Digests
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(begin with the Canadian Abridgment and/or indexes to print reporters, then search LexisNexis Quicklaw and Westlaw Canada)
 Cases Judicially Considered
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(use an online noting-up system such as Quickcite on LexisNexis Quicklaw or Keycite on Westlaw Canada, or use Canadian Case Citations to note-up your cases in print)
 Words and Phrases
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(use Words & Phrases Judicially Defined in Canadian Courts and Tribunals in print or in Westlaw Canada, Sanagan’s Encyclopedia of Words and Phrases, or Canadian Legal Words & Phrases on LexisNexis Quicklaw to find out whether specific words and phrases have been considered by the courts)
Final Steps

 Cases Noted up?  


 Dates checked for legislation (current or historical)? 

 All other information current (or accurate historically)?   
