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Maps & Geospatial   Data - Queen’s University Library 

Open PCensus (with or without MapPoint). 

• Login to the Library computer using your Queen’s University NetId. 
• The desktop folder Humanities & Social Science Research Databases contains 

PCensus software and data. 
• Open PCensus for MapPoint. 

At the Welcome screen Start a New Project. 

 

This screen may open.  Make sure that the PCensus Tasks tab is open and pinned.  

 

Extract PCensus v.10 census data for use in ArcMap 10.x 
Example. 2011 Kingston Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) by Dissemination Areas (DA) 

 
• choose Kingston  CMA   
• define a ‘pointfile’ specifying DAs (a pointfile is a PCensus database containing geographically referenced data) 
• extract tabular data to use in GIS software 
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When the screen looks like this …choose Profile Predefined Study Area. 

 

 

 

Then, select Predefined Study Area Wizard.  The Study Area Wizard will open.  
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In the Study Area Wizard, you may need to change the database to the one that you want.  
In this example, the Canada 2011 Census Demographic Database and Data Template are 
selected. Notice that PCensus has Canadian Census data back to 1981.  It is important to use 
statistical and spatial data from same year and at the same level of Census Geography.  
 

Choose Metro Area (CMA / CA) as the first level of geography. (You will be able to select the 
smaller DAs later in the process.)  For a good introduction to Census geography see the 
Illustrated Glossary from Statistics Canada.  

 

 

 

Navigate to Kingston, ON.  Click Next and Next. 

  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/92-195-x/92-195-x2011001-eng.htm
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Pass by the Thematic Map and Lifestyle Target List 
and Site Score options by clicking Next and Next. 

 

 

 

 

Choose the Export Pointfile option. Select a path and file format for your data download.   

  

In this example, Database Type Microsoft Excel is selected.   

It is helpful to define where you want the downloaded data to go.  In this example, the data will 
go to c:\temp\Kingston.  Then select Export Categories – you can select more than one.  

In the Search Study Area dialogue box, choose Target Type as the level of Geography that is 
wanted. For instance, choose Dissemination Area in order to extract data for the entire 
Kingston CMA at the DA level of Census Geography.  Give your Study a meaningful title. 
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Click Search Now.  

 

The Search will run and you can show points on the map, or not. Click Continue. 
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An Export Log File.txt metadata report called Study Area Export Information pops up when 
the searching is completed. Another copy of the report will be in the destination file for the data 
– for instance, in c:\temp\Kingston.  This report describes the exported data and is useful for 
deciphering obscure abbreviations, source database, and so on. The report is automatically 
named Export Log File.txt but you can rename it. 
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In the destination directory, you will see the Export Log File and database files for each Export 
Category in the file type selected earlier. 

 

 

 

At this point, the Census data file is almost ready to import into ArcMap and be joined with 
Dissemination Area geographic shape files in order to prepare thematic census maps. 

Jumping ahead a bit -- you will need to choose a field in the Census data file to ‘join’ with an 
identical field in the DA geographic file.  DAUID and CODE are good choices. 

  

 

 

It is important that  both fields be formatted exactly the same, either as text or as numeric data. 
They can appear identical but not be. Consult Excel Help topic “Convert numbers stored as 
text to numbers” for methods to solve this problem. 
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Reference documents 
 

2011 Census Reference Materials (includes questionaires) 

• http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/ref/index-eng.cfm 

 

 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/ref/index-eng.cfm

