How to: Convert Census boundary files from .e00 format to .shp format file. (ArcMap 9.2)

Download, decompress, and save Census boundary files

Census boundary files for the Censuses from 2001 back to 1981 are available for downloading from the Queen’s
University Library MADGIC web page. They are compressed (or zipped ) Arcinfo Interchange files with the file
extension .e00. They need to be decompressed (unzipped) and converted to a coverage or a shape file for use in
ArcMap 9.x..

Read the following first before saving ...

In general when working with ESRI software:
e Files should never be placed in a directory which has a space in the name, or a space anywhere in the
path to the directory.
e File names cannot be over 13 characters long.
e File names cannot contain special characters; for example, #, @, %
e Underscores are permitted.

Click on the file name and this dialog box, or one similar, should open.

File Download - Security Warning i _5'

Do you want to run or save this file?

E Mame: gct_521b0Za_e.exe
Type: Application, 352KB
Frarm: jeff-lab.queensu.ca

i Swhile files from the Internet can be useful, this file type can
@ potentially harm your computer. If vou do not trust the source. do not
1n of zave this software. What's the nisk?

Be sure that you save the file to a place on your computer that has a path name with no spaces or special characters.
(c:\temp\Kingston is a good choice; c:\My/Documentg\and’Settings\Desktop\Kingston is not, because of the
spaces 4.)
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Open the folder and double click on the file name (in this case gda_521b02a_e.exe) in order to decompress the file.
(This procedure will vary depending on your software installation and preferences.)

WinZip Self-Extractor - gda_521b02a_e.exe

To unzip all files in gda_521b02a_e.exe ta the

zpecified folder press the Unzip button, Lk

Run ingip

Unzip to folder:

Cloze

C:Atemphkingston Browse. .. ]

Owenrite files without prompting About

Help

Mame Size | Twpe Date Modified
gda_521b02a_g.e00 1,283 KB EOO File /1352002 34 AM
i':Z!|;|c|.5|_521I:uIZIZa_e.m:E 456 KB Application 322006 920 AM

The unzipped file has the extension .e00 (Arcinfo Export).

NOTE: Many of the Statistics Canada boundary file names have too many characters in them for the
ArcCatalog tool to handle. For instance, gda_521b02a_e.e00 has over 13 characters in it. You will need to
change the name to something shorter (and more descriptive) before converting the file.

Convert to shapefile format (in ArcMap9.2)

Open ArcCatalog -- &
Select Tools ... Customize ... ArcView 8x tools.

Arc¥iew 8x Tools ||

Toolbars ]Commands] Dptions]

Conversion Tools > ~‘

Toolbars:

[w] b ain menu e
13D Wiew Tools

[ ArcGIS Server Object Administration Henarr
vl trciiew Bx Tool

[ Context Menus eI
(vl Geography

] Globe iew Taols Reset.
[#| Lacatian

[w] Metadata

[+] Standard

The Conversion Tools utility will appear.

Arc¥iew 8x Tools | |

Conversion Tools
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Open it and select Import from Interchange File.

In the dialog box, navigate to the directory where the uncompressed .e00 file is. Double click on the file to enter its

name in the Input file box. In the Output dataset box, define to path and file name for the new file.. Remember the

ESRI file naming conventions from above.

#* ArcView Import from Interchange File /@E

Input file: |E:htemp'\Kingstnn"-.gda_Eﬂ biZa_e.el0 = &

Hel
Output datazet: |E:"utemp"-.Kingstcun'xkingstDn.shd g g

Batch - |
Export data to create a simple shapefile
In ArcMap, add the coverage file E kingston.shp
@ Untitled - ArcMap - ArcView l=Jl2
File Edit Wiew Insert Selection Tools indow Help
30 Analyst ¥ | =l & | @
DEHS B ') & |[1:783212 g EasOe §arEanom@ hE

x

Layers
= kingston.shp polygon
[
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Convert the coverage file to a simple shapefile by right clicking on the file (here, Kingston.shp polygon ) in the Table of
Contents. Select Data ... Export Data . In the dialog box, fill in the choices as illustrated below. Choose a meaningful
name and path for the Output shapefile (here, Kingston_final.shp).

Export Data

E =port; |.¢‘-.II features ﬂ

Lze the zame coordinate system az:
* thiz layer's zource data

(" the data frame
~

Output zhapefile or feature class:
C:\tempingstonkingston_final shp =

ak | Cancel |

When prompted to add the exported data as a layer, click Yes.

Prepare to join tabular data in ArcMap -

Open the Attribute Table for Kingston_final and notice the DAUID column. These are the unique identifiers for each
Dissemination Area that can be used to join this example of Census Geography data to Census Attribute data.

T A L BN TR =1 30 Anatyst ¥ | L] 1y | v
=== ] o & 1547818 MEEVAIE TN W v
= =
- £F Layers £ ArcToolbox
skon_Fin: + % 3D Analyst Tools
+- & Analysis Tools
= kingstan.shp palygon &P Cartography Tools
(| +- &P Conversion Tools ~ — /N
B Attributes of kingston_final |’._||’E| _.'
| FID Shape' | AREA | PERIMETER KINGSTON_S | KINGSTON_1 | DAUID | PRUID/| csDuib | CMAUID | ~
3 0 [Polygon 00055535 038217 2 43141 | 33100010 |33 3310020 \521 E
1 |Polygon 001273 0583007 3 43187 | 35100011 |35 3510020 B2 -
| 2 Palygon 0016639 0595540 4 43547 | 35100012 |35 510020 521
] 3 |Polygon 0.007004 0471675 B 43769 (35100222 |35 3510020 |§21
] 4 |Palygan 0.0 5526 0 G34550 & 44013 35100223 |35 3510020 |21
] 5 |Palygan 0007310 0515002 7 44018 35100220 |35 3510020 |§21
] £ |Palygan 0010570 0472009 ] 44024 35100221 |35 3510020 |21
B 7 |Palygan 0003556 0300079 ] 44044 35100014 |35 3510020 |F2
| & |Palygan 0.001 605 0219192 10 44054 35100015 |35 3510020 (521
| 9 Polygon 0007974 0399389 11 44059 | 33100016 |33 3210020 f521
: 10 |Polygon 0004230 0371604 12 44119 | 33100017 |33 3310020 /1521

Next -- Continue with the tutorial handout titled Working with Census data in ArcMap9.x ...
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