
Join Census geography files with Census attribute data  
Example: Kingston ON CMA 2006 Dissemination Areas and PCensus data 

Follow the directions in the tutorial Extract census data in PCensus to use in ArcMap 
9.x  to obtain Census attribute files for the following exercise. 

Download the Dissemination Area shapefiles from the library server   

Go to http://library.queensu.ca/webdoc/maps/census-geog/2006/census-geog-2006.htm  

Register first to obtain your User name and Password.  
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http://library.queensu.ca/webdoc/maps/census-geog/2006/census-geog-2006.htm


 

Download and  unzip the files to (in this case)  the  C:\temp\Kingston directory. 

For 2006 Kingston DAs, there will 
be a number of shapefiles.   Note 
that ESRI shapefiles are composed 
of a variety of files including in this 
example  .dbf, .prj, .sbn, ..shp, 
.shx.  

da_kingston.shp  ( a Cartographic 
Boundary File)  -- DA boundaries 
which are “clipped” to the  
shorelines. 

da_kingston_unclip.shp   (Digital 
Boundary Files_ -- DA boundaries 
which  extend  out to the legal 
boundary.  

cma_kingston.shp  is the CMA 
boundary. 

 

In ArcMap, click on the Add Data icon (the Yellow Cross  ) and navigate to your 
data.  Add the spatial data (in this case da_kingston.shp) and the statistical data files. 
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Right click on the shapefile and open up its Attribute Table.  Scroll and note the fields 
that are present. Note DAUID, a field that holds a unique identifier for each 
Dissemination Area. This will be used to join the statistical data to this table. 

 

 

 

 

Now, open up the Attribute Table for one of the statistical tables and look at the fields 
and their contents. Note that AREA-NAME and CODE look a lot like DAIUD and 
probably can be used for a table join. 
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Close the table. 

 

Right click on the shapefile’s name in the Table of Contents area in ArcMap. Select 
Joins and Relates … Joins. This Dialog Box opens.  Fill in the options as noted below 
and then click the Advance button. Select Keep only matching records, then OK and 
OK. 

MADGIC QUL -- How to:  Join Census geography files with Census attribute data   Jan_10 4 of 6    

 

  

 

 

 



  

When prompted to create an index, choose No. 

 

Now open the Attribute Table and see the changes after the Join. 

 

Notice that the census attribute table is joined to the dissemination area geographic 
table and that the headers have concatenated. They look something like 
da_kingston.DAUID  where the two former headers are joined, separated by a period. 

In order to clean that up and especially to make the data easier to work with later in this 
exercise, right click on the shapefile name and choose Data … Export Data. In the 
Dialog Box, Export All features, Use the same coordinate system as this layer’s source 
data but change the name of the Output shapefile  from Export-Output to something 
meaningful, such as census_summary.shp.  
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Add the exported data to your map. The graphic  will look very much like the map before 
the export took place, but look at the Attribute Table and note the change in the 
Headers. 
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