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Guides to the Manuscript Land and Survey  Papers   

Ontario Dept. of Lands and Forests CA2 ON LF M14 Stauffer Library Documents (Microfilm) 

A.)  A special issue of the journal Cartographica, Monograph 8, provides commentary and 

indexing to the film reels :  Land surveys of Southern Ontario : an introduction and index to the field 

notebooks of the Ontario land surveyors 1784-1859  [by] Louis Gentilcore & Kate Donkin,  Toronto : 

B.V. Gutsell, 1973  

Available:  CA2 ON UY52 73M08 Stauffer Library - Documents   

  CA2 ON UY52 73M08 Stauffer Library - Documents (Reference Collection)  
  TA523.O5 G46 Stauffer Library - Maps & Air Photos (Books)  
  TA523 .O5 G46 WD Jordan Special Collections - Lorne Pierce  
  (1973 issues not available online via our Cartographica subscription as of October 2010) 

 
 
 

Table of Contents   

Part One 

1.   THE SURVEY NOTES: AN INTRODUCTION / 1 

The Beginnings /1 Survey Systems / 
4 Survey Documents /10 Use of the 
Field Notes / 20 

2.   INSTRUCTIONS ON THE USE OF THE INDEX AS A KEY TO THE FIELD 
NOTES / 25, 

The Field Notes / 25 
Arrangement of the Index / 26 
Directions for the Interpretation of the Field Notes / 29 

Part Two 
INDEX TO THE FIELD NOTE BOOKS / 37 

List A: Townships / 39 
List B: Counties, Districts and Larger Divisions / 87 
List C: Lakes and Bays / 90 
List D: Rivers / 93 
List E: Roads / 97 
List F: Named Settlements / 100 

Appendix 

A PROCEDURE FOR MAPPING THE VEGETATION OF NORTHERN SIMCOE 
COUNTY FROM THE ONTARIO LAND SURVEYS / 105 

Introduction / 105 
Mapping Procedure for Drainage Conditions / 106 Mapping 
Procedure for Vegetation Conditions / 107 Conclusions / 
112 

References 

Chapter 2 of the Gentilcore and 
Donkin book contains detailed 
instructions on the use of the Index in 
Part Two. 
 

https://qcat.library.queensu.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=1310905
https://qcat.library.queensu.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=399955
https://qcat.library.queensu.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=399955


 

November 3, 2010 - Page 2 of 2 - sjg 

  

 

 

B.)  Manuscript Land and Survey Papers Guide: Township to Book Numbers   

Available :  CA2 ON LF M141 Stauffer Library - Documents (Reference Collection)     

  http://qspace.library.queensu.ca/handle/1974/5615  

This typescript guide is an alphabetic list, by township, of the contents of the 185 reels. It provides the 

numbers of the Books which contain information about that township. Also useful for a quick check on 

survey dates and the name of the surveyor(s) for that area. The films are filed by a Reel number but 

these numbers correspond in order to the Book numbers. 

 

At the beginning of this Guide is a handwritten index to the contents of the reels.  

 

 

C.)  Related web site :  

 
 Land Descriptions, Surveyors Notes and Diaries, and Crown Lands Correspondence     

Note the advice 

to use both of 

these indexes. 

 

https://qcat.library.queensu.ca/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=1278017
http://qspace.library.queensu.ca/handle/1974/5615
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/english/guides/rg_215_grant-to-patent.aspx#land

